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a cartload of heavy literature! Do not trouble yourself to read or to send it back to me: I will carry it away some day myself.
I fear I have no news to tell you, and " the art of letter-writing " Dr Johnson says " consists solely in telling news."
May I say a word about " mosquitoes1" ? Anyone who cares about you is deeply annoyed that you are deterred by them from writing or publishing. The feeling grows and brings in after years the still more painful and deeper feeling that they have prevented you from putting out half your powers. Nothing is so likely to lead to misrepresentation. Persons don't understand that sensitiveness is often combined with real manliness as well as great intellectual gifts, and they regard it as a sign of fear and weakness.
A certain man on a particular day has his stomach out of order and the stomach " getteth him up into the brain/' and he calls another man " morbid." He is morbid himself and wants soothing words, and the whole world is morbid with dissecting and analysing itself and wants to be comforted and put together again. Might not this be the poet's office, to utter the " better voice " while Thackeray is uttering the worse one ? I don't mean to blame Thackeray, for I desire to take the world as it is in this present age, crammed with self-consciousness, and no doubt Thackeray's views are of some value in the direction of anti-humbug.
But there is another note needed afterwards to show the good side of human nature and to condone its frailties which Thackeray will never strike. That note would be most thankfully received by the better part of the world.
Give my love to Hallam and Lionel. Tell Hallam I have put his letter " where I can always see it," and that I read every day about " Louise."
No more about " mosquitoes," I have bored you enough. With most kind regards to Mrs Tennyson,
Ever yours truly,
B. JOWETT.
At this time Lord Dufferin wrote from Highgate, with a copy of his Letters from High Latitudes.
1 Spiteful critics.